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Parody and Pastiche:An Interpretation of the Difference

between the Two Concepts in Contemporary Literary Theory

CHENG Jun
(School of Literature and Art, Anhui University of Finance & Economics, Bengbu Anhui, 233000)

Abstract: Both “parody” and “pastiche” are very popular terms in western literary theory. Although both

being hypertextual forms and composite texts, there are apparent differences between parody and pastiche

in the relation to the original text, the tone, the rhetorical effect, the scope of imitated object and the role

played in the course of evolution of genre. In spite of these differences, parody and pastiche are not

absolutely distinct in contemporary literature and art practices. In this sense, we can regard them as two

concepts of family-resemblance.

Key words: Parody; Pastiche; Discrimination; Family-resemblance






