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Writing in Dissent: Coleridge and the Poetry of the Monthly Magazine
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This essay explores the relationship between the individual author and the wider identity of the periodical, using as a case study Colerid
ge's contributions to the Monthly Magazine. | align the complicated dynamic of theindividua participating in the collective enterprise to othe
r debates of the time pursued in the pages and the poetry of the Monthly,focussing particularly on the dialectic of private affection versus wi
der benevolence, and, closely related to this, retirement versus social engagement. The poems of the Monthly , such as Coleridge's * Reflectio
ns on Entering into Active Life', and works by Lamb and Barbauld, strenuously participate in these debates; so too, | argue, do Coleridge's se
ries of parodic sonnets published in 1797 under the name Nehemiah Higginbottom, which | re-read in the context of the Monthly and alongsi
de the wider concept of the place of parody in the periodical.
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