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The Japanese Influences on Shanghai’ s Urban Modernity in the Early
Period of the New Literature
Zhang Hongsheng
(Department of Chinese, Fudan University, Shanghai)
Abstract: From the May Fourth Movement to the 1930 s, the influences on New
Literature mainly came from Europe, America and Japan. Japanese factors exerted



their influence by way of enlightening modernity during the May Fourth Movement.
Up to the 1930~ s, in the themes of the anti-colonialism and social revolution,
the influences from Japan became negative and in the end they totally pulled
themselves out of the construction of the urban modernity in Shanghai. The urban
expression of modernity was replaced by the scenic transplantation of European
and American cities.
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