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The Jian An Errant Knight Poems and Confucian Spirits

LIU Fei-bin
(College of Literature , Sichuan Normal University , Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: The errant knight poems began in the Jian An period. The limited number of these surviving poems was the em-
bodiment of the factual portrait and ideal alteration of the images of the errant knights. The poems praised the errant
knights too highly. In fact, the essence of their action was to express their active spirit of entering the society under the

influence of Confucianism. Although the poets uphold overbearing, hypocrisy or dissoluteness and unrestraint, their ma-
instream thoughts are Confucian. So, it is proper and reasonable to interpret the Jian An errant knight poems from the
perspective of Confucianism.
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