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Abstract

This paper specially focuses on the abundant texts concerning snakes in Chinese and Japanese literature works. According to whether it is a heterog
amous story, the texts are categorized into two groups: those of man-snake heterogamous stories, and the texts with the images of snake in non-hetero
gamous stories; and between these two frameworks a careful comparison is conducted. Generally speaking, snake, in contrast with other animals, isan
image more strongly symbolizing sex. This symbol has experienced a distinctive developing process: it originates from totemism, and then it becomes
an object of mankind marriage, finally it turns to be the substitute of evil sexual desire. Comparatively, in Japanese stories the snake will represent the
meaning of sex more openly and strongly. On the other hand, the images of snake in Chinese and Japanese non-heterogamous stories are compared un
der three themes: the relationships of snake with life, with ethic and with human beings. It is shown that between Chinese and Japanese texts basicall
y there are alot of similarities because of the similar living environment in two countries and the similar level of psychological development of two pe
oples. Still, many specific plots manifest some cultural features that typically belong to each country.

The current research also conducts a discussion on the texts about stories of snake man and of snake woman, which seem to exist in al kinds of
cultures in the world. When classifying and modelizing these texts, it is argued that what is of more importance than demonstrating the similaritiesist
he clarification of the greater value of these two kinds of texts: the texts, as the spiritua products of their own countries, transmit through stories the
different understanding of and emotional taste to a certain notion, or a certain object or phenomenon in different countries or by different peoples. Th
ey make a worldwide common topic represented in diversified channels or patterns. As aresult, it shows the richness of human culture and understan

ding.
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