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On Stylistic Features of the Narrative Works in Chinese
Translation of Buddhist Sutras and Their Influence

LI Xiao-rong

( College of Chinese Language and Literature , Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007 , China)

Abstract; In the Dvadasanga — buddha — vacana, there are six kinds of the narrative works in Chinese
translation of Buddhist sutras. Of which, they are named ity — uktaka ( 4~3%) , jataka( Z<4:), nidana(
%%) , avadana(ZWy) , adbhuta — dharma( K 4 ) and vydkarana (#%ic). And there are three narrative
characteristics in all of these sutras. (1) From the narrative ethics, it has a distinct Indian Buddhist colors,
and in particular, it emphasized what goes around, comes around, and self — inflicted retribution concept.
(2) From the detailed, repeated and exaggerated narrative styles, these works not only prefer to use different
descriptions, such as scenes, language, action, psychology, portrait and so on, but also like to repeatedly use
the same or similar type of story to show the same character in the same sutra, and like to depict the supernat-
ural person or amazing story. (3) From the narrative structure, there are two forms, one called gallery —
style, another called vine — type. The former runs through the entire Buddhist scripture, the latter is mainly
used in the smaller scripture. In short, by different pathways, the above — mentioned three stylistic features
had been affecting the generation and development of Chinese classical novels, such as the uses of fiction, su-
pernatural narration, and repeated narration, all of which was closely linked with the spread of these narrative
works in the Buddhist scriptures.

Key words: Chinese translation of Buddhist sutras; narrative sutras ; narrative ethics ;narrative style ; nar-

rative structure jthe narrative vorks in chinese
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