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The Buddhist Literature Origin of Treasure Searching Motif in Jin Yong’s Novels

WANG Li', SUN Lin®

(1. The Research Institute of Language and Literature , Dalian University ;
2. College of Chinese Language and Literature , Liaoning Normal University)

Abstract; The model of Jin Yong novel’s search of treasure has the way of getting the treasure by acrobatic and scheme
and the way of getting the treasure by good luck. It not only is related with the traditional general mood of burying treas-
ures and digging graves but also shows the author’s anti-cultural and anti-traditional ideas. The story’s origins include:
the motif of treasure scrambling in the Buddhist translations in the middle and ancient times; the motif of the searchers’
plot against each other; and the motif of getting the treasure by good luck etc. Mr Jin Yong bring some new ideas about
the place of the treasure, the way of scrambling the treasure and getting the treasure etc. All of these flow the human’s
perpetual explorations and pursuance, being permeated with humanities spirit which attract modern readers”’ close atten-
tion.

Key words: Jin Yong’s novel; searching treasure; Chinese translation of Buddhist Books; exchange between China and
other countries



