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Chinese Textlinguistics: Retrospect and Prospect
NIE Ren-fa

( Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: The history of research on Chinese texts can mainly be divided into three periods: writing art, grammar and discour-
se analysis. The writing art focused research, for the purpose of offering guidance on writing, laid emphasis on the macrostructure,
namely the immediate constituents of a text and their relationships; the grammar focused research focused on the microstructure,
revealing the relationships between clauses and their hierarchies mainly through descriptions; the research predominated by disc-
ourse analysis mainly deals with various text phenomena, interpreting them with ideas related to cognition and functions. Future
research on Chinese texts, while concerning itself with text phenomena, should lay more emphasis on text structure and develop
the theory and applications of text.

Key Words: research on Chinese texts; writing art; grammar; discourse analysis
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