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Japanese Maritime Awareness and Southern China: On the Evolution of Urasimataro
GUO Yong

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: The legend of Urashimataro is recorded both in earliest Japanese poetry anthology “Manyoshu™ and in ancient history
book “Nihonsyoki”. However, the description about the legend in the two books is different. While the legend in Manyoshu refle-
cts maritime worship of ancient Japanese, with features of Shindo of Japan, it presents distinct Chinese Taoist culture in Nihonsy-
oki. This difference is the result of the influence of the Chinese culture transmitted to Japan by local ancestors living in the South
of the River of China.
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