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Absurd Extreme Situation and Seeking for Self—hood

An Interpretation of Invisible Man from the Perspective of Existentialism

CHEN Xiao—ju

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningho University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: Invisible Man is the representative work by the prominent American black writer Ralph Ellison. By applying

Sartre’s theory of Existentialism, this paper points out the distinct existential features in /nvisible Man, and offers a new

interpretation of the novel in two parts

self~hood.

the absurd exireme situation in which the protagonist exists and his seeking for

K ey Words: Invisible Man; Existentialism; absurd extreme situation; seeking for self—hood
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