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$ <��槫&�叢 40(甖├卸j 藗誂t€ M�鎲 �鶆i IEND瓸` ? %� o#  The 
Terminal� Understanding the movie 6 The Airport is America in 
miniature� gA country of laws and regulations A country of immigrants A country that claims 
to defend human rights hh�(  ��� !A country of laws and regulations ""�
(� Various types of Entry Visas to the U.S.: " Category A: for diplomats and their 
families " Category B: for people who visit the U.S. for business or pleasure " Category L1: Working 
Visas for senior management staff of multinational companies ( Z* !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� Category H1: Working Visas for foreign 
employees of local American companies Category F1: Student Visa ( extremely difficult to get for 
Chinese, with at least 40% being rejected) & And many others >M���g���� !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� A valid visa`"being allowed to enter the U.S. 
because: American visas are granted by U.S. consulates outside the American soil Whether you can 
actually step your foot on that piece of land is decided by immigration officers at the 
airport P6���H���p !A country of laws and regulations ""�(� xWhy 
can� t Viktor enter the U.S? How can he go to New York? ( ����=  � !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� Option 1: wait until the war is over and get a 
valid visa Option 2: plead for asylum (by establishing a � credible fear� of returning to his home 
country) Option 3: escape from the airport ( go to the exit when the guards are off-duty,push the 
door open, then walk out) Z�� !A country of laws and regulations ""�
(� What did Viktor choose to do? What did Frank suggest that he can do? Why would Frank 
offer such suggestions? In Viktor� s case, is the law actually regulating and serving people, or 
simple creating troubles for people? A country of 
immigrants� How many different colors of faces did you find at the airport? How many 
different countries are these people from? Facts: 99% of Americans are immigrants! ( at least their 
ancestors were unless they are American Indians or Eskimos) Z A country of 
immigrants� 12.5% of the population are Spanish-speaking immigrants (the fastest growing 
community) 12% are African Americans 3.6% are Asian Americans >X��������  �

A country of immigrants� i.e. About 25% of the population are African 
Americans and Spanish-speaking immigrants! And this number is as high as 33% in the younger 
generation! According to analysts: the white people will become a minority group in the U.S. in 30 
years from now! Z� A country of immigrants� The current number 
of � new immigrants� ( people born outside the U.S.): 30,500,000 29% from Mexico ( half of them are 
illegal immigrants) 3 states with over 1 million immigrants: California: 8.1 million The New York 
State: 3.6 million Florida: 2.4 million " ZV���Z�� A country of 
immigrants� Why is the number so large? 2 of the main reasons: " by law, people can 
immigrate to the U.S. ( which is not the case in many European countries) " immigrants can be paid 



less, which reduces labor costs and helps the boom of the American economy F3�Z Z6� �^f 
�� A country of immigrants� Is America a melting pot or a plate of 
salad? " Melting pot: different materials are melted and stirred to become the same product " salad: 
different materials are mixed by the same sauce, but are still what they were F.�Z Z1� �VU 
�� A country of immigrants� America is a melting pot form the 
perspective of legal system � � � since you are living on this piece of land, you have to obey its 
laws Ethnologically, America is a plate of salad � � � many immigrants still stick to their own ways 
of life and values >�ZI���Z-�ZL���Z>� I"� -� D"� �� ����"����� 8 A � warrior� 
of Human Rights� The U.S. government has always been acting like a warrior of human rights 
on the world stage But are they really always defending human rights? (]���3 6A 
� warrior� of Human Rights� What have they done to Viktor? What have they done to the poor 
man trying to bring medicine to his sick father? Are human rights being defended or infringed in 
these 2 cases? Theme of the movie� V�The movie is a comedy But it� s far 
more than just a comedy It� s about what America is like It� s about what American people are like 
It� s about human nature It� s about& & (�(��n  [Watch it 
again if possible, and see if you can get a deeper understanding of the movie! >����
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&�叢 40(甖├卸j 藗誂t€ M�鎲 �鶆i IEND瓸` ? %� K#  The 
Terminal� Understanding the movie 6 The Airport is America in 
miniature� gA country of laws and regulations A country of immigrants A country that claims 
to defend human rights hh�(  ��� !A country of laws and regulations ""�
(� Various types of Entry Visas to the U.S.: " Category A: for diplomats and their 
families " Category B: for people who visit the U.S. for business or pleasure " Category L1: Working 
Visas for senior management staff of multinational companies ( Z* !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� Category H1: Working Visas for foreign 
employees of local American companies Category F1: Student Visa ( extremely difficult to get for 
Chinese, with at least 40% being rejected) & And many others >M���g���� !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� A valid visa`"being allowed to enter the U.S. 
because: American visas are granted by U.S. consulates outside the American soil Whether you can 
actually step your foot on that piece of land is decided by immigration officers at the 
airport P6���H���p !A country of laws and regulations ""�(� xWhy 
can� t Viktor enter the U.S? How can he go to New York? ( ����=  � !A 
country of laws and regulations ""�(� Option 1: wait until the war is over and get a 
valid visa Option 2: plead for asylum (by establishing a � credible fear� of returning to his home 
country) Option 3: escape from the airport ( go to the exit when the guards are off-duty,push the 
door open, then walk out) Z�� !A country of laws and regulations ""�
(� What did Viktor choose to do? Why? What did Frank suggest that he can do? Why would 
Frank offer such suggestions? In Viktor� s case, is the law actually regulating and serving people, 
or simple creating troubles for people? A country of 
immigrants� How many different colors of faces did you find at the airport? How many 
different countries are these people from? Facts: 99% of Americans are immigrants! ( at least their 
ancestors were unless they are American Indians or Eskimos) Z A country of 
immigrants� 12.5% of the population are Spanish-speaking immigrants (the fastest growing 
community) 12% are African Americans 3.6% are Asian Americans >X��������  �

A country of immigrants� i.e. About 25% of the population are African 



Americans and Spanish-speaking immigrants! And this number is as high as 33% in the younger 
generation! According to analysts: the white people will become a minority group in the U.S. in 30 
years from now! Z� A country of immigrants� The current number 
of � new immigrants� ( people born outside the U.S.): 30,500,000 29% from Mexico ( half of them are 
illegal immigrants) 3 states with over 1 million immigrants: California: 8.1 million The New York 
State: 3.6 million Florida: 2.4 million " ZV���Z�� A country of 
immigrants� Why is the number so large? Two of the main reasons: " by law, people can 
immigrate to the U.S. ( which is not the case in many European countries) " immigrants can be paid 
less, which reduces labor costs and helps the boom of the American economy F5�Z Z8� �^f 
�� A country of immigrants� Is America a melting pot or a plate of 
salad? " Melting pot: different materials are melted and stirred to become the same product " salad: 
different materials are mixed by the same sauce, but are still what they were F.�Z Z1� �VU 
�� A country of immigrants� America is a melting pot form the 
perspective of legal system � � � since you are living on this piece of land, you have to obey its 
laws Ethnologically, America is a plate of salad � � � many immigrants still stick to their own ways 
of life and values €>�ZI���Z-�ZL���Z>I �-D ������"����� 8 A � warrior� of Human 
Rights� The U.S. government has always been acting like a warrior of human rights on the 
world stage But are they really always defending human rights? (]���3 6A � 
warrior� of Human Rights� What have they done to Viktor? What have they done to the poor 
man trying to bring medicine to his sick father? Are human rights being defended or infringed in 
these 2 cases? Theme of the movie� V�The movie is a comedy But it� s far 
more than just a comedy It� s about what America is like It� s about what American people are like 
It� s about human nature It� s about& & (�(��n  [Watch it again if possible, 
and see if you can get a deeper understanding of the movie! >����
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