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I first joined this Department as a Lecturer in 1979, having studied 
English Language, English Literature and General Linguistics at 
the University of Mainz (Germany ). I have been Professor of 
English Linguistics in the Department since 1997. I was Associate 
Dean (Postgraduate) in the Faculty of Arts from 2000 to 2002, 
and have also been head of department.

My main teaching interest at undergraduate level is the structure 
of Modern English. I lecture on Syntax, Morphology, Phonology 
(Accents of English) as well as Metrics in English Language I and 
II ; and in the department's Honours and postgraduate programmes 
I am responsible for Modern English Phonology II and Modern English Word-Formation. 

Since completing my own PhD in Edinburgh in 1983, on the theory of Metrical Phonology in relation to 
German and English, I have supervised a number of PhD students, in subject areas including those 
listed below, and welcome new projects in these and related areas of research.

● Suprasegmental phonology of Old English and Middle English 
● Lexical phonology of Modern English 
● Interaction of morphology and phonology in the history of English 
● Morphology of Modern English and Modern German 
● Orthography and its relevance to the phonology of Modern English 
● Phonology of second-dialect acquisition  
● Phonologies of postcolonial Englishes 

My own research focuses on theories of phonological representation and derivation in relation to 
English and German. I have published a number of articles and books on English and German syllable 
structure, stress and rhythm within the theory of Metrical Phonology, as well as on the problem of 
constraining phonological derivations. More recently I have worked on the Lexical Morphology and 
Phonology of the two languages, developing the theory of 'base-driven lexical stratification'. My on-
going resarch is increasingly concerned with morphology - the problem of how to account in formal 
models for productivity differentials among morphological processes, the 'Blocking Effect'., the 
lexicon-syntax interface etc.  

Alongside 'real' research, I have for many years been interested in making the outcomes of research 
in English Linguistics accessible to undergraduate students. I am currently preparing a long-overdue 
second edition of my English Phonology (Cambridge University Press 1992 - see below). And for 
Edinburgh University Press I have founded (and am now General Editor of) the Edinburgh Textbooks
on the English Language, a new series of introductory texts dealing with all major aspects of English 
Linguistics.
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