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Camparative Analysis of theM etadiscour £ D evices

n Sno-American College Students English Argumentative Cam positions
Cao Feng-long W ang Xiao-hong

(Bengbu M edical College, Bengou 233000, Ching, Heilongjiang Institute of Technology, Harbin 150050, China)

The paper investigates the use of metadiscourse devices in the English argumentative campositionswritten by Chinese college

students and American college students The result shows1) M etadiscourse devices are used frequently in the o kinds of com-

positions, and very similar frequency isfound, and that the metadiscourse device used most often in the o kindsof campositions

is textual markers 2) Significant differences exist in the use of textual metadiscourse and interpersonal metadisoourse devices,

and Chinese oollege students use much more textual markers and significantly less hedges and attitude markers than their Ameri-

can counterparts, possible reaons for which are analyzed In the end, suggestions for mproving classroom composition teaching
are proposed
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