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0V Compound Noun And OV Inverted Word-building In Chinese
by Xiao Yaman

Abstract: There is such a kind of nouns as ‘ice-carving (#KMff)” which are OV inverted compound
words in Chinese. They are formed by way of the unknown word-formation, i.e. OV inverted word-
building, which is a word-formation against syntax. OV inverted word-building had come into being in
ancient times, then developed the OV inverted word-building that specially indicates referent, the
products of which cover such structures as ‘motherland-eulogizing (fH[EZ2i)’ and ‘environment-
polluting (MAEEV54L)’ . If it is because of that most compound words come from the vocabularization of
syntactical structures that the morphology of compound words is in accordance with the syntax, then
OV inverted compound word-building shows that there is an inverted development from syntax to
morphology in Chinese.
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