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[ 55 CH#i%5]) The cognate words in the Chinese language refer to thewords that share the same
cognations and relate to each otherin both sounds and meanings. Their emergence has a
closeconnection with the word—formation of the Chinese language.There are two classes of cognate
words: those having thesame speech sounds and those having similar speech sounds.The former
come from semantic word—formation. For some of them, the characters remain unchanged, and for
others, different.The latter come from word—formation by changing the speechsounds. Generally
speaking, this kind of word-formation shouldhave strict phonetic standards, and words that have
quitedifferent speech sounds can not be defined as cognate words.Finally, words that are built by
structural word— formationare compound words, which are usually made up of two morphemes. They do
not produce cognate words of the conventional sense.
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