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Transitivity Analysis of the Chinese Ba Construction

Abstract This paper provides a systemic functional analysis of the ba construction of Manda-rin Chinese. Theba
construction is divided into two types: the single-event ba construction, and the double-event ba construction, thelatter
including the result ba construction and the shifting ba con-struction. It is discussed that the single-event ba
construction can express several processes-material process, verbal process, behavioural process and mental process.
What is more, result goal and ranges cannot make it to be the object of ba, but object goal can.  Asto the double-event
ba con-struction, its first event can express a material process, verbal process, behavioural process or men-tal
process, while the second part can only refer to a material process, relational process or existenceprocess. Due to
different processes, the double-event ba construction presents different distributions between result ba construction and
shifting baconstruction.

Key words Ba construction; transitivity system; process
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