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Numeral “Yi(-—) ” asaRelativizer in Beijing Dialect
Abstract : Thefunctional word “De(ft]) ” usually serves asarelativizer in mandarin Chinese.  In Beijing dialect the
numeral “Yi(—) ” also evolvesinto anew relativizer because of its uniquesyntactic position. The paper has analyzed the
typical relative clauses concerning “Yi(—) ” and al-so observed the structure of different adjectives modifying noun,
which reaches aconclusion that “state adjective +yi + head” isarelative clause construction, while “descriptive
adjective+yi + head” isnot. Incontrastwith “De(j1]) ” , therelativizer “Yi(—) ” isregarded as a head-markerdueto
itscloser relation withthehead.  Inaddition, some extraction constraint happens when the ob-ject isrelativized.

Keywords: numeral “Yi(—) ” ; relative clause; relativizer; adjective; extraction constraint
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