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Between Surmounting and Establishing
——An Interpretation of Zeng Xubai’s Translation Theory
Li Linbo

Abstract: Zeng Xubai’s opinions on translation are contrary to the theory of “spiritual similarity”. The latter holds tha
t good translation should grasp and reproduce the spirit of the source text; while Zeng points out that this spirit ca

n never be reproduced and that different readers would come out with different understanding of the spirit of the s
ource text, which can only derive from the reader’s reading. In this respect Zeng’s opinions are similar to the idea of
Aesthetics of Reception; thus, this paper interprets Zeng’s opinions from this angle.
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