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On Intertextuality in English-to-Chinese Translation

CHEN Xiao-yan

Abstract: Intertextuality is closely related to translation practice. This paper attempts to discuss, at
both the macro-level and the micro-level, the difficulties ensued by intertextuality in English-to-Chinese
trandlation and how the translator should handle them.
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Lady Macduff: Sirrsah, your father” sdead. And what will you do now? How will you live?

Son: As birds do, mother.

Lady Macduff: What, with worms and flies?

Son: With what | get, | mean, and so do they.
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itAk, Asbirdsdo Schr bt OBy 264 « DORARF) 2/ 5 Look at the birds of the air:

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet, your heavenly Father feeds them.
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Quasi-stars are a new phenomenon in the universe, and everybody is wondering what they are.
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Measure for measure (The New Y ork Times Nov. 13, 2002)
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it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men
give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again,
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At the hotel he found Joe, too busy all day with the laundry to have come to him earlier. It was the last
straw, but Martin gripped the arms of his chair and talked and listened for half an hour.

(J. London: Martin Eden)
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A Mars aday keeps you work, rest and play.
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Wall Street owns the country. It is no longer a government of the people, by the people and for the
people, but a government of Wall Street, by Wall Street and for Wall Street.

(Leo Hubeman: We, the people)
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