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At first, when we set out,

The willows were fresh and green;
Now, when we shall be returning,

The snow will be falling clouds.

Long and tedious will be our marching;
We shall hunger; we shall thirst.

Our hearts are wounded with grief,
And no one knows our sadness.

(Tr. by James Legge)

¥ 2. Long ago, when we started,
The willows spread their shade.
Now that we return back,

The snow flakes fly.

The march before usislong,

We are thirst and hungry.

Our hearts are stricken with sorrow,
But no one listens to our plaint.

(Tr. by Arthur Waley)

£ 3: When | |€eft here,
Willow shed tear.

| came back now,

Snow bends the bough.
Long, long the way;

Hard, hard the day.

Hunger and thirst,

Press me the worst.

My grief overflows.

Who knows? Who knows?

(Tr. by Xu Yuanchong)
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