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Abstract: With a historical survey and critical reflection of Holmes & Toury’s map of translation
studies as the starting point, this paper reveals the contradiction between their defining of
translation studies as an empirical discipline and their branch division of the discipline, analyses
the significances and limitations of empirical translation studies, and locates the position of
prescriptive translation studies on the map of the whole discipline. It holds that the defining of
translation studies as an empirical discipline obliterates the humanistic character of translation
studies, reflects only the nature of the branch ‘pure translation studies’, not the nature of
translation studies as a whole discipline. The utmost goal of humanistic and social sciences is to
enhance a sound and coordinated social development, and therefore, translation studies, as a
humanistic and social science, ought to be both empirical and prescriptive.
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