USING WIKI-BASED PEEF-CORRECTION TO DEVELOP WRITING SKILLS ... Pagel of5

il
Novitas-ROYAL, 2008, Vol.: 2 (1), 49-59.

USING WIKI-BASED PEER-CORRECTION TO DEVELOP WRITING SKILLS OF
BRAZILIAN EFL LEARNERS

Claudio de Paiva FRANCO"

Abstract

This paper focuses on a creative way of enabliagnkrs to profit from writing, which is peeorrection through wiki:
Learners are empowered with technological tools aeans of promoting a studamntred approach, which contribt
to their being less dependent of the teacher, fiogt@n autonomous learninData was collected and analyzed by m
of qualitative and quantitative methods. The ainthafse analyses is primarily to determine whethedets’writing
skill will be improved if collaborative learningrategies are applied into the digital context, nignterough wikis
Findings show that an increasing interest in bdlopgo an online community emerges from studertisgather wit!
higher degrees of motivation. Apart from maximizimgportunities related to writing, learners accelsatieveloped the
social skills in the sense that they cooperatettats of competing. The results also suggest thidaswirovide learne
with many benefits in developing their writing $&il
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Ozet

Bu makalenin konusugdencilerin yazma becerisinden faydalanmalarigilasean wikis yoluyla gercgekigirilen birbirini
dizeltme yontemini kapsamaktadir.gr@nciler @renci merkezli bir yaklami destekleyen teknolojik aracla
guclenirlerken bu, daha azm@tmen bgimli olmalarina katkida bulunur ve gesiz &renmelerini kuvvetlendiri
Veriler niteliksel ve niceliksel yontemlerle toplajmve analiz edilmitir. Bu analizlerin dncelikli amaci ggencilerir
yazma becerilerinin sbirlikci 0grenme stratejilerinin dijital ortamda uygulanmaajylyani wikis yoluyla, gelp
gelismedigini belirlemektir. Bulgular grencilerin tamaminda herhangi bir sanal toptalwait olmaya yonelik ilgini
yuksek seviyedeki bir 6z guvenle birlikte ortavktigini géstermektedir. Yazma becerisiyle alakal flesagelistirmes
disinda, @renciler yargmaktan ziyade sbirligi icinde olduklarindan dolayisosyal becerilerini de tam olal
gelistirmiglerdir. Sonuclar ayrica wikisin, gdencilerin yazma becerilerini gefirmede pek c¢ok fayda gkdigini
gostermgtir.

Anahtar s6zcukler: wiki, esli diizeltme, §birlikli 6 grenme, Brezilya

1. INTRODUCTION

According to Larserreeman (2000: 164), cooperative or collaboraweagriing essentially involv
students learning from each other in groups. Howeavés not the group configuration that ma
cooperative learning distinctive; it is timay that students and teachers work together that snak
challenging and unique learning experience. Stisdbanefit from the givens of the soaokura
approach to teaching and learning as it is throtigh promotion of interaction with peers
teachers that new meaning is constructed and cedvéfygotskys (1978: 57) work has shown
that cooperative interaction allowed students tgpss. As Johnson (1994: 4) suggests, coope
learning can be described as a process with thewiolg qualities:
Cooperation is working together to accomplish sthayeals. Within cooperative situatio
individuals seek outcomes beneficial to themselewl all other group memb
Cooperative learning is the instructional use oakmroups through which students w
together to maximize their own and each othdgarning. It may be contrasted v
competitive learning in which students work agageth other to achieve an academic
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such as a grade “A”.

The literature reviewed indicates that when leaynim centered on cooperation or collabore
individuals seekoutcomes beneficial to themselves and all otheugrmembers (Johnson,
Johnson, R. & Holubec, E.,1994; Lardereeman, 2000). A similar dimension of languageniea
belief is applied to writing development: proceppraach (Thornbury, 2006). The link between
aforementioned learning beliefs and socialtural constructs (Vygotsky, 1978) is also esgiad
Since the idea of collaborative learning empowars teaching context, we are interested in
creative process of the writing, which is achieiredroups.

Contemporary society is viewed as liquid moder(Bguman, 2001) which underlines the instak
of numerous conflicting relationships and moraluesl of our times. The metaphor of liquidity
be applied to the field of education as well, mgpecifically when the place or writing in Englist
a Foreign Language (EFL) classroom is concernedtebaporary theory argues that students st
understand writing as a process of constant flidrt this sense, it is necessary to raise stutents
awareness on the constant change expected fromlahguage learning skills. The answer to
intriguing position lies in a useful tool employbg Information and Communication Technols
(ICT) experts calledwiki. Students profit a great deal by peer-correctimhvakis enable them to «
S0 in an exciting and stimulating environment. igtf awiki seems similar to blog, but it actuall
allows users to edit the organisation of contrifisiin addition to the content itself. Having stotd
freely edit any page in a website promotes cooperdearning, which allows a community
learners to be able to teach each other somethiagearnecentred fashion. The need to integ
technology to the educational field urges in ouysdand so does the adoption of cooper
learning strategies in order to make apprenticestapningful.

With a view to understanding the purpose of usingisvto foster cooperation in writing,
distinction should be made between product writamgl process writing. Thornbury (2006: 2
characterises both means of writing:

....This approach is calledoeoduct approachto the teaching of writing, since the
focus is exclusively on producing a text (the pfjluhat reproduces the model. Bgntrast,
process approactargues that writers do not in fact start with aaclidea of the finishel
product. Rather, the text emerges out of a cregbrocess. This process includetanning
(generating ideaggoal settingandorganising, draftingandre- drafting; reviewingncluding
editing and proofreading,and, finally, ‘publishing”. Advocates of a process approach a
for a more organic sequence of classroonactivities, beginning with the brainstorming of a
writing preliminary drafts, comparing drafts-drafting, andconferencing,that is, talkin
through their draft with the teacherpnder to fine-tune their ideas.

Literature shows that drawing an analogy betwedm®rcollaboration activity provided by wil
and the overall writing development of EFL learneegds careful scrutiny since few studies
touched upon this newly evolving learning opportyinin this field. Thus, this paper aims
articulating the relationship between collaboratiearning and the employment of wikis
inquiring the relevance of using a wiki with the rpose of peer-correction and students’
development of writing. With regard to the litena&ueview, | tried to find answers to the follow
guestions:
1. Do learners develop their writing skills if cooptva learning strategies were applied into
digital context, namely through wikis?
2. How do learners of English evaluate the procestiiborating in the digital environment
improve their writing skills?

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This study examined the production and interaatiblearners of English as a Foreign Language
private wiki. This wiki has been designed to méetneeds of digital learners who spend most ¢
time connected to the Internet. Constructs undaglythe principles of collaborative learning, pre

http://www.novitasroyal.org/franco.ht 200¢-8-11



USING WIKI-BASED PEEF-CORRECTION TO DEVELOP WRITING SKILLS ... Page3of5

approach to writing and soc-cultural approach have been prioritized to interfreth studen’
participation on wikis and responses from the antimestionnaire conducted.

2.1. Participants

Profile of the participants is given in table 1.eTparticipants involved in the research are eigl
students from a private language school locateBrazil. They are young teenagers whose
range from thirteen to seventeen. Most of themleaening English with a view to enriching tt
curriculum and broadening the possibilities of pmospects. Typical of their average age, the'
interested in meeting friends, listening to musid aurfing the internet. This lomtermediate grot
is quite heterogeneous as far as their proficiescgoncerned. When it comes to writing, S
students have a better command of the language wthers need to improve this skill in term
accuracy.

Table 1: Profile of the participants

Frequencies (f) Percentages (%)
Gender male 7 38.¢
female 11 61.1
Age 13 4 22.2
14 5 27.¢
15 5 27.¢
16 3 16.7
17 1 5.5
Time exposed to Englis 2 year: 14 77.€
more than 2 yi 4 22.2
Attitude towards English positive 14 77.€
negative 4 22.2
Days connecte 7-6 days/wee 7 38.¢€
5-3 days/weel 5 27.¢
2-1 days/wee 6 33.c

2.2. Data Collection and Analysis

Students were administered an anonymous surveya Bathered in this article came from
writings and comments [see appendix] students doste a private wiki. Besidesaeh studer
answered an online questionnaire which helped #@search to draw conclusions from
application of peer-correction through wikis.

The questionnaire prepared by the researcher Was s the core data collection instrumditite
guestionnaire — composed of eight multiple-choigestjons — suited to studentsvel of English
The students were given clear instructions abaaigtiestions and their mother tongue, Portug
was used whenever necessary. The instructions esrducted asynchronously, via email mos
the time.

The students answered the online questionnaireraetduring their vocational period at th dnc

2" \weeks of January 2008. In addition, with the ainmat interfering on studentgreferences at
obtaining unbiased feedback from them, | decidedatoy out the questionnaire just a month |
the end of the semester. In doing so, studentsdvoat feel the need to please their teacher or
up with unreal responses.

1. How do you feel about writing?

2. When it comes to writing, which option do yoefer?
3. What's the best thing about using a wiki?

4. Is it time-consuming working with wikis?

5. How do you post on the wil
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6. How do you feel about correction on the w
7. If you don't like using the wiki, why do you pee paper?
8. Do you use the Internet (such as online dictiesagoogle, translators) to help you write?

Data was collected and analysis conducted usinlg dpadlitative and quantitative models. The
of these analyses was primarily to determine whestiedents’writing skill will be improved i
collaborative learning strategies were applied ikisv Therefore, other issues are raised suche
level of motivation and the development of sockills Tables contain the frequencies (f), i.e.
number of students who took part in the wiki, i gpenultimate column; and the last colum
devoted to the percentages (%).

2.3. Procedures

All the tasks and assignments have been slightgpted from the studentgoursebook ar
transferred to the wiki. Traditionally, studentswhahand in their responses on a piece of pape
the teacher would be in charge of the correcticgin® the wiki a new medium of communicati
however, students were granted the opportunity a@onstruct knowledge and meaning in
innovative way with their peers — this was my neim.

Students worked with wikis during a whole semested coped with four distinct tasks. -
expected outcomes include: students being morectspto the deadlines, their being enthusi
about commenting on their classmatesitings, achieve higher levels of motivation bysmag thei
interest in writing and please digital learners.

3. FINDINGS
The first issue raised in the questionnaire isteelao studentsviews on writing. Overall, the
attitude towards writing was positive as can bensed able 2.

Table 2: Students’ views on writing

Statements Frequencies (f) Per centages (%)
| find writing exciting 8 44 .2
| am somehow interested in writil 8 44 .2
| find writing boring 2 11.1

In relation to studentreference for the writing mode, as can be seéralie 3, responses sh
that most students (61.1%) would rather write usinvgki than writing on paper. This finding shc
that students have already accepted wikis as armeage of writing.

Table 3: Students’ preference regarding the writingmode

Statements Frequencies (f) Per centages (%)
| prefer writing on pape 7 38.¢
| prefer writing using a wik 11 61.1

In terms of the reasons of studerdsteptance of the use of wikis, although thereaagesat mar
reasons of working with wikis, most learners badi@eereorrection is a differential aspect of wi
which makes it inviting. It is noticeable that 4%4of the students claim that they prefer w
because can spot and correct my mistakes.

Table 4: Students’ thoughts on what the best feater of a wiki is
Statements Freguencies (f) Percentages (%)
| like it because my classmates ¢ 2 11.1
read my compositions, not only the
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teachel
| like it because my classmates ¢ 8
spot and correct my mistak
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