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Personal Statement

My research examines issues of discourse pragmatics,
face theory, politeness theory, and the intersection
between speech act theory and conversation analysis. |
am particularly interested in both politeness as practice
and in the scientific conceptualization of politeness as a
theoretical construct. | have conducted research on
various aspects of cross-cultural pragmatics, comparing
the realization patterns of speech acts and interactional
patterns among native speakers of Spanish and English.
Also, | am interested in sociopragmatic variation in the
Spanish-Speaking world which can be examined by
means of an analysis of spoken discourse in two or
more varieties of Spanish.

| also research different aspects of pragmatics in
second language learning, including the realization of
speech acts and conversational practices. In this
respect, | am interested in the intersection between
grammar and discourse pragmatics. For example, | am
currently investigating the grammatical resources that
second language learners use for the construction of
turns and how turns are designed and then put into
practice in learner-native speaker interactions. Another
related interest is how prosody (e.g., intonation, stress)
contributes to pragmatic meaning in conversation. | am
currently designing a website that aims at providing a
model for the teaching of pragmatics in second and
foreign language contexts. The website is based on
research in instruction in second language pragmatics
and includes on-line activities to equip educators to
teach various aspects of pragmatics in the classroom. In



addition, the site features a component on pragmatic
variation in the Spanish-speaking world and a series of
speech acts that will be available in audio. This website
will be available in March 2007.

Courses Recently Taught

. Pragmatics

- Grammar and Social Interaction
. Cross-Cultural Pragmatics

- Research Methods in Linguistics

. The Role of Instruction in Learning Second
Language Pragmatics

. Introduction to Hispanic Linguistics
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verbal reports. In E. Us6 Juan and A. Martinez-Flor
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Benjamins Publishing.
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