
    

 

 

 

DECLINATION LINE AND TONES VARIATIONS IN STANDARD CHINESE(ABSTRACT)

Agnès Belotel-Grenié *Michel Grenié

Chinese is a tone language. As a tone language, each lexical item has an inherent 

tone pattern. In Chinese there are four tones : high, rising, low and falling. Our 

experiment investigates first the pattern of declination in Standard Chinese broadcasts 

and TV news speech, secondly the interaction of this effect with the sentence length 

and finally the evolution of the tones F0 values all through the sentence. Furthermore, 

we have investigated the prosodic structure of the newscast discourse. 
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