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A Study of the Popular Form of Chinese Words in Japan

HE Hua—zhen

( College of Humanities, Finance and Economics of Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310018, China )

Abstract: Janpanese characters currently used mainly include the 2136 words in Common Chinese Characters revised in 2010.
It may also include the 10040 JIS words established by the Japanese Standards Association. In view of character variation,
current Japanese characters include plenty of popular form of Chinese words, for example, variant popular forms, diffusible
popular forms, saved popular forms, and a part of Japanese—coined variant popular forms. It if of great academic significance to
explore the changing history of popular Japanese characters, to announce the Chinese Characters’ choice and tendency under the
different cultural background and to correct the unsuitable judgement on the popular Japanese characters by the existing
dictionaries.

Keywords: regression word; variant popular forms; diffusible popular forms; saved popular forms; Japanese—coined variant

popular forms; extraterritorial Chinese
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