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[ABSTRACT]

Singapore now enters the 16th year of the Speak Mandarin Campaign since its 1979. Generally speaking, the campaign has
been remarkably successful. However, some questions arising from this success of the Campaign are worthy of serious consideration.

Firstly, the loss of dialects as linguistic assets is to be considered. Singapore has been known as a “fortress of diaect”
because of its extensive use of dialects. It has not been found in any other countries or regions that in the same social contexts up to
seven to twelve dialects were used concurrently to the extent that majority of Chinese Singaporeans were conversant with from three
to five dialects. With the successful unfolding of Speak Mandarin Campaign, the above-mentioned linguistic multiplicity has been
receding to the effect that the majority of a new generation of ethnic Chinese in Singapore now cannot speak nor understand even
one of those directs. Isit really sad that we discard this treasure of dialects, which our ancestors have been hoarding up for hundreds
of years?

Secondly, the loss of dialects as a communication tool is to be considered as these dialect are still extensively used by the vast
population of ethnic Chinese over the Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, and other parts of the world, Chinese
Singaporeans would lose a channel of communication with those Chinese people, upon their giving-up of the dialects. Such scenaric
is obviously not in line with the Singapore Government’s policy of encouraging Singaporeans to go abroad for economic devel opment
and build up global economic connections.

Thirdly, the loss of dialects as a cultural vehicle is considered. The Singaporean Chinese will be deprived of the ability to
appreciate the culture and arts, which are expressed through dialects. This is again not in accordance with one of Singapore
Government’s polices, one to make Singapore a centre of Chinese culture in the world and a cultural centre of the world.

Fourthly, the loss of dialects as a socia vehicleisto be considered. The old generations of Chinese Singaporeans would
originally pass the traditional and social values on to the new generations via their dialects. The loss of dialects has created a
communication gap between the young and old generations.

Besides the four points raised above, other points will also be enumerated and discussed in this paper.



