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A Generative Holistic Study of Existential Sentences
W ang Zhi-jun
(Shanghai U niversity of Finance and Econamics, Shanghai 200433, China)

The study of existential sentences has been a focusof study in linguistics, but leaves same doubts unlved Guided by the
generative holisn theory, amore convincing explanation of the generation of existential sentences is achieved: Every component
in a sentence is awhole that can be decomposed The verbswithout an existential meaning in its dictionary definition can gppear
in existential sentences because they entail an existential meaning which can be uncovered by decomposing their samantic struc-
ture, while those that don’ t entail an existential meaning which cannot gopear in existential sentences the releasing of this en-
tailed meaning dependson the blending of all related components involved in the event denoted by the sentence The generation of
existential sentences includes the blending of all related components, not a smple canposing of them.
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