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The Subjectivity of M etaphor and the Construction of Read ng Position
ZhuW ei
(Huaiyin Institute of Technology, Huai’ an 223001, China)

W ith the development of functional linguistics, pragmatics and cognitive linguistics, the subjectivity of language has been
dravingmore and more attention M etaphor, which is based on experientialisn, is a fundamental cognitive device of human be-
ings It isnotonly reflected inwords, but al® in granmar Thispgoer attenpts o analyze the subjectivity of metgphor and dis-
cuss the construction of reading position through the subjectivity of metgohor fran pergective, affect and epistanic modality The
ubjectivity of metgphor constructs the reading position of a cultural community and results in the reaonable construction of mean-
ing through deconstruction
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( 2001)

Entomologists tell usof a strain of ants knovn © science
as the sanguinea— a gecies © martial and imperialist in dis-
position that they are canmonly referred © as amy ants, or
ldiers In the insectworld their inroads may well be drea-
ded, asonce the disciplined advent of the Roman was a sig-
nal of alam t lesser peoples For not only do they make
war, they are al®, it gppears, slave ovnerswho prey on un-
fortunate neighborhood colonies such as those of the wood
ants

W hen a slaving expedition ismounted, the attacking le-
gion of sanguinea divides into columns, each led by a soout,
goproaching the hostile fortress from different directions
Once in sight of their objective they call a halt Then, while
the other detachments maintain a blockade, one unit is sent
foward as an assault force A's a rule these invaders easily
beat dovn whatever resistance is offered o them. The wood
ant defenders attempt to evacuate their positions, bearingwith
than the cocoonsof their brood, but their line of retreat is cut
off by the besieges, who cgpture the fugitiveswhile the som
troop s continue o soour the fortification  ( Goatly 1997: 163)

’ )

, ARGQUMENT ISWAR, L IFE ISWAR,
LOVE ISWAR

, amy ants, invaders, attacking le-
gion, besiegers, the stom troops lesser peoples, fugitives,
. (be) s martial and imperialist, be drea-
ded, was a signal of alam, ,  make war,
divides into columns, led by, call a halt, maintain a blo-
ckade, snd foward a unit, evacuate position, cut off the

line of retreat, ,
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2000,M artin & Rose 2003) ,

, M ar-
tin & Rose Mar-
tin & Rose 2003: 27)

Andwhat doesone do, inLondon? |, not having a job
o attend ©, lounge round and gaze in bleak wonder on the
ceazless dullness Or | have luncheons and dinners with
friends and talk Now my deepest private dread of London is

my dread of this talk
in London | feel like a pider whose thread has been caught

| ent most and a silence again But

ning hisovn web, for hisavn reaons
S it isinLondon, at luncheon, dinner, or tea |don’ t

want © talk | don’ tmean  talk Yet the talk is dravn out
of me, endlessly And the others talk, endlessly alsa It is
ceaseless, it is_infoxicating, it is the only real occupation of
uswho do not jazz And it ispurely futile It isquite as bad
as ever the Russianswere talk for talk’ s sake, without the
very faintest intention of a result in action U tter inaction and
somsof talk That again isLondon ome And the sense of
abject futility in it all only deepens the sense of abject dull-
ness,  all there iso do is o go away.
D. H. Lawrence

Dull London ,

E Ochs & B.
Schieffelin
(E Ochs & B. <chieffelin 1989)  Martin

W hite
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