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Personal Statement

My research focuses primarily on issues in the structure 

of languages of the Algonquian family, the most 

widespread linguistic stock in North America. My 

specialty within this domain is Maliseet-Passamaquoddy, 

an Eastern Algonquian language spoken in New 

Brunswick (Maliseet) and Maine (Passamaquoddy).

I began working with Maliseet and Passamaquoddy 
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speakers in the 1970's when I was hired by the Wabnaki 

Bilingual Education Program at Indian Township, ME,  to 

organize a dictionary project. The small dictionary that 

grew out of the work of this project was published in 1984 

by the Micmac-Maliseet Institute of the University of New 

Brunswick. A community-based project continued my 

work, developing a computer database that now includes 

over 16,500 entries and many sound files.  In 2007, 
Peskotomuhkati Wolastoqewi Lautuwewakon / A 

Passamaquoddy-Maliseet Dictionary was published 

(Orono, ME: University of Maine Press), with more than 

18,000 entries. 

In the 1980's, my work focused on the phonology of 

Passamaquoddy. This was the subject of my doctoral 

dissertation, which presents an analysis of the stress 

system of the language, together with its intricate system 

of vocalic syncope. More recently, I have been involved 

in editing various Maliseet and Passamaquoddy texts. In 

one such project, I worked with a corpus of material that 

was recorded in New Brunswick in 1963 by Karl V. 

Teeter of Harvard University.  The majority of speakers 

with whom Teeter worked were born before 1900.  Thus 

their narratives, which provide a significant sample of the 

oral literature of the Maliseet people, reflect an older 

style of speech, one that employs to the fullest the 

morphological resources of their polysynthetic language.  

A new project that I am undertaking looks at nineteenth 

century religious texts in Passamaquoddy and the 

neighboring language to the southwest, Penobscot.  I 

have also been working on a series  of studies of the 

syntax of Maliseet-Passamaquoddy, while occasionally 

venturing a look at another Eastern Algonquian language, 



Western Abenaki.   
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