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Research Interests

Morphological and syntactic theory, comparative
Algonquian linguistics, Maliseet-Passamaquoddy

Personal Statement

My research focuses primarily on issues in the structure
of languages of the Algonquian family, the most
widespread linguistic stock in North America. My
specialty within this domain is Maliseet-Passamaquoddy,
an Eastern Algonquian language spoken in New
Brunswick (Maliseet) and Maine (Passamaquoddy).

| began working with Maliseet and Passamaquoddy



speakers in the 1970's when | was hired by the Wabnaki
Bilingual Education Program at Indian Township, ME, to
organize a dictionary project. The small dictionary that
grew out of the work of this project was published in 1984
by the Micmac-Maliseet Institute of the University of New
Brunswick. A community-based project continued my
work, developing a computer database that now includes
over 16,500 entries and many sound files. In 2007,
Peskotomuhkati Wolastogewi Lautuwewakon / A
Passamaquoddy-Maliseet Dictionary was published
(Orono, ME: University of Maine Press), with more than
18,000 entries.

In the 1980's, my work focused on the phonology of
Passamaquoddy. This was the subject of my doctoral
dissertation, which presents an analysis of the stress
system of the language, together with its intricate system
of vocalic syncope. More recently, | have been involved
in editing various Maliseet and Passamaquoddy texts. In
one such project, | worked with a corpus of material that
was recorded in New Brunswick in 1963 by Karl V.
Teeter of Harvard University. The majority of speakers
with whom Teeter worked were born before 1900. Thus
their narratives, which provide a significant sample of the
oral literature of the Maliseet people, reflect an older
style of speech, one that employs to the fullest the
morphological resources of their polysynthetic language.
A new project that | am undertaking looks at nineteenth
century religious texts in Passamaquoddy and the
neighboring language to the southwest, Penobscot. |
have also been working on a series of studies of the
syntax of Maliseet-Passamaquoddy, while occasionally
venturing a look at another Eastern Algonquian language,



Courses Recently Taught

. SLST T510 Modern English Grammar

. SLST S304/S604 Language Revitalization

- SLST S670 Language Typology

- ANTH L200 Introduction to Language and Culture
- ANTH L407 Language and Prehistory

- ANTH E323 Indians of Indiana

Publications
Books

LeSourd, Phillip S. (2007) Tales from Maliseet Country:
The Maliseet Texts of Karl V. Teeter. Lincoln:

University of Nebraska Press.

LeSourd, Philip S. (1993) Accent and Syllable Structure
in Passamaquoddy. New York: Garland.

Articles

Lesourd, Phillip S., and Conor McDonough Quinn.
(2009) How to Swear in Maliseet-Passamaquoddy
and Penobscot. Anthropological Linguistics 51:1-
38.

LeSourd, Phillip S. (2006) Problems for the Pronominal
Argument Hypothesis in Maliseet-Passamaquoddy.
Language 82:486-514.

LeSourd, Philip S. (2003) Reflexes of Proto-Algonquian
*wi:la 'he, she' in Maliseet-Passamaquoddy.
International Journal of American Linguistics
69:357-69, 2003.

LeSourd, Philip S. (2000) The Passamaquoddy



“Witchcraft Tales” of Newell S. Francis.
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Conference proceedings
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LeSourd, Phillip S. (2004) The Internal Structure of the
Noun Phrase in Maliseet-Passamaquoddy. In
Papers of the Thirty-Fifth Algonquian Conference,
edited by H.C. Wolfart, 239-63. Winnipeg:
University of Manitoba.



