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Abstract While lip-readers of Mandarin could understand 
a whole sentence through lip-reading, they are unable to 
distinguish most pairs syllables with minimal distinct 
features, when given the video of a separate syllable, which 
shows little significant difference from the result of the 
non-lipreaders. A conclusion could be draw that the 
cognitive strategies lip-readers use to understanding speech 
is not to get all the phonemic information from the lip but 
to refer to other levels of the language. 
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