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Rules for the auto-transformation of Tibetan text to IPA 

Li Yonghong  

 
Abstract Modern Tibetan orthography and the sound rules 
relating between written text and Tibetan dialects were 
analyzed to develop rules for the transformation of Tibetan 
text to IPA for linguistics, phonology and engineering 
phonetics analyses. The transformation separates the 
Tibetan single syllable words into initial and final parts and 
then uses an automatic IPA transformation from the Tibetan 
text to the speech sounds of the dialects. A corpus of 
thirteen Tibetan dialects has been automatically developed. 
The transformation system provides a convenient tool for 
Tibetan dialect study an language teaching, for establishing 
original speech materials, for improving Standard Tibetan 
tongue an for engineering phonetics study.

 
Key words Tibetan information processing; Tibetan 
dialect; International Phonetic Alphabet; Tibetan text to IPA 
transformation 
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