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Word-Presupposition of the Outlook on the Source of Language:

Achilles’ Heel in Western Linguistics

by Xiao Yaman

Abstract: In modern linguistics there is a hidden crisis which is a fatal contradiction between its general outlook on
language and its outlook on the source of language, that between the view ‘value system of signs’ and the view ‘a collective
of taxonomic nomenclature’ in fact. The outlook of ‘taxonomic nomenclature’ came from the word-presupposition of the
outlook on source of language in ancient Greece, which regarded the initial type of language as word. Although modern
linguistician deny the idea of taxonomic nomenclature, yet they have in reality accepted the presupposition of source of
language from Greece through an unconscious promise of outlook on source of language when they hold that basic unit of

language is word. Such presupposition means to deny the idea ‘value system of signs’ of modern linguistics.

Key Words: Language; Source of Language; Initial Type of Language; Word-Presupposition of the Outlook on Source of

Language; Promise of the Outlook on Source of Language
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