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Abstract: There is a lack of consistency and standard in the functional analyses by such scholars as Halliday, Thompson, Eggins,
Downing and Locke of “it” in the Meteorological process, “there” in the Existential process, passive formal marker “by” in the passive
voice, and what/how in the exclamatory clause, which have no ideational meaning. This paper presents an analysis and attempts to
elucidate two points: (1) Such formal markers may not be included in other functional components in functional analysis because they
have no actual ideational meaning although their syntactical significance can not be neglected; (2) Certain rules can be found for the
functional analysis of such formal markers.
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