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The article reports a study that examines 164
Chinese college students’ belief and utilization of
communication strategies (CSs) through a
questionnaire survey and interviews. The major
findings are as follows: (1) affected by learning
situation and strategic competence, students use
more reduction strategies than achievement
strategies (Ass); (2) students’ belief of Ass is
influenced by factors such as awareness of ASs’

role in L2 acquisition and communication; (3) except
for reduction strategy and L2-based strategy,
students’ belief and utilization of most ASs are
correlated with each other. The implication is that
we can develop students’ strategic competence in
oral communication by raising their awareness of the
nature and communicative potential of CSs




