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Abstract: As one kernel idea of Systemic Functional Grammar which has greatly influenced linguistics in the late twentieth century,
metafunction has undergone a process of development and improvement. This paper firstly reviews modern linguists’ contribution which
laid a foundation for the development of metafunction before Halliday, and then introduces the developmental progress and the latest
revisions of Halliday’s metafunction, and finally gives a brief summary of some systemic linguists’ contribution to metafunction.
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