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Comparative Study on the Media Coverage of the Marathons in China and in USA: Taking
Boston Marathon 2014 and Hangzhou International Marathon 2014 as Examples
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By the means of textual analysis and interview, a comparative study was applied to the media reports of
Boston Marathon 2014 and Hangzhou International Marathon held at the same year. The result shows that the
amount of media coverage of Boston Marathon is great. The report forms are various and social media are widely
used. The coverage of Hangzhou International Marathon shows that the main reports of the race are from TV and
the local print media pay more attention tothe marathon. A further research reveals that the media service of
Boston Marathon is professional. While the normalization of the press publicity of Hangzhou International
Marathon can be seen in organization structuring, work process and coordinate communication. In future, more

stress should be laid on media service and social media communication.
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