T
ST Journar of Srorts Science & Meprcine

Advanced Search >>>

[l ISSN: 1303 - 2968
g IS1 2014 IF 2-Year: 1.025 5-Year: 1.441 Average Citations per
=] item: 5.2
SCOPUS 2013 SJR: 0.56 Cites per Doc. 2-Year: 1.05 3-Year: 1.38 4-
Year: 1.57

Home
Mission
Scope
Editorial Board
For Reviewers
Submission
Statistics
Contact

B Back Issues

Current Issue
=
In Press Bl

©Journal of Sports Science and Medicine (2006) 05, 21 - Combat Sports Special Issue 1,
27 Research article

Evidence Of Nationalistic Bias In Muaythai
Tony D. Myersl'm, Nigel J. Balmerz, Alan M. Nevill3, Yahya Al Nakeeb®
< More Information »

! Newman College of Higher Education, UK

<

Article Tools
PDF Download
Full Text
How to Cite

Citations in
ScholarGoogle

Email link to this

article

2 Liverpool John Moores University, UK
3 University of Wolverhampton, UK Yahya Al

Nakeeb, Alan
Tony D. Myers ) . ) ) ) M. Neuvill,
= Department of Physical Education and Sports Studies, Newman College of Higher Education, .
UK. Nigel J.
Email: admyers@aol.com Balmer, Tony

D. Myers,

Received: -- -- Accepted: -- -- Published (online): 01-07-2006 (2006)
ABSTRACT Evidence Of
MuayThai is a combat sport with a growing international profile but limited research conducted into judging = NatI.Ona“StIC
practices and processes. Problems with judging of other subjectively judged combat sports have caused Bias In
controversy at major international tournaments that have resulted in changes to scoring methods. Nationalistic M hai
bias has been central to these problems and has been identified across a range of sports. The aim of this study uayt al.
was to examine nationalistic bias in MuayThai. Data were collected from the International Federation of MuayThai Journal of

Amateur (IFMA) World Championships held in Almaty, Kazakhstan September 2003 and comprised of tournament
results from 70 A-class MuayThai bouts each judged by between five and nine judges. Bouts examined featured 62
competitors from 21 countries and 25 judges from 11 countries. Results suggested that nationalistic bias was
evident. The bias observed equated to approximately one round difference between opposing judges over the
course of a bout (a mean of 1.09 (SE=0.50) points difference between judges with opposing affilations). The
number of neutral judges used meant that this level of bias generally did not influence the outcome of bouts.
Future research should explore other ingroup biases, such as nearest neighbour bias and political bias as well as
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investigating the feasibility adopting an electronic scoring system. Your E-mail:
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Key Points
« Nationalistic bias is evident in international amateur MuayThai judging. [ Statistics
. The impact on the outcome of bouts is limited. n@w  New content
. The practice of using a large number of neutral judges appears to reduce the impact of alert
nationalistic bias.
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