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Relationship between Fishing for Compliments, Self-deception and Sportsmanship
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Fishing for compliments and self-deception are the main factors restricting the development of athletes’
sportsmanship. Taking 412 athletes (220 male and 192 female) as the subjects and by the method of
questionnaire, the article discusses the relations between fishing for compliments, self-deception and
sportsmanship as well as the intermediary role of self-deception in fishing for compliments and sportsmanship.
The result shows that significant gender difference exists in athletes’ self-deception and sportsmanship. Male
athletes usually show higher-level self-deception and lower-level sportsmanship. Self-deception has an
intermediary role in fishing for compliments and sportsmanship. The paper holds that in order to promote the
development of athletes’ sportsmanship, concrete measures should be taken to enhance the cognitive education

of athletes’ sportsmanship and decrease the level of self-deception.
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