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Objective To examine the factorial invariance of the Somatic Complaints subscale of the Child Behavior Checklist as a 
measure of Internalizing Behavior Problems across a sample of children with and without spina 
bifida. Methods Multisample confirmatory factor analysis was used to compare mother and father report on the Somatic 
Complaints subscale across a sample of children with spina bifida and a matched comparison sample of able-bodied 
children ages 8 through 11 years (N = 68 for mother report in each group; N = 54 for father report in the spina bifida 
group and 53 for the able-bodied group). Results Although there were no significant between-group differences in the 

Oxford Journals Medicine Journal of Pediatric Psychology Volume 32, Number 5 Pp. 512-516 

This Article

Full Text  

FREE Full Text (PDF)  

All Versions of this Article:
32/5/512    most recent
jsl051v2 
jsl051v1 

Alert me when this article is cited 

Alert me if a correction is posted 

Services

Email this article to a friend 

Similar articles in this journal 

Similar articles in ISI Web of
Science 

Similar articles in PubMed 

Alert me to new issues of the
journal 

Add to My Personal Archive 

Download to citation manager 

Search for citing articles in: 
ISI Web of Science (1) 

Request Permissions

Disclaimer 

Google Scholar

Articles by Friedman, D. 

Articles by Holmbeck, G. N. 

Search for Related Content 

PubMed

PubMed Citation 

Articles by Friedman, D. 

Articles by Holmbeck, G. N. 

Social Bookmarking

         
What's this? 

  Abstract



magnitude of factor loadings, significantly more variance in scores on the Somatic Complaints scale was unrelated to 
Internalizing Behavior Problems for the spina bifida group, compared to the able-bodied group. There were no between-
group differences when father data were analyzed, but the latent variable of Internalizing Behavior Problems explained 
little variance in the Somatic Complaints scale for either group. Conclusions Maternal report of Somatic Complaints on 
the CBCL does not appear to measure Internalizing Behavior Problems in the same manner across groups of children with 
and without spina bifida. This suggests that the Somatic Complaints subscale should be interpreted with caution when 
measuring Internalizing Behavior Problems within this population.  
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