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Abstract

Objective To examine the factorial invariance of the Somatic Complaints subscale of the Child Behavior Checklist as a
measure of Internalizing Behavior Problems across a sample of children with and without spina

bifida. M ethods Multisample confirmatory factor analysis was used to compare mother and father report on the Somatic
Complaints subscale across a sample of children with spina bifida and a matched comparison sample of able-bodied
children ages 8 through 11 years (N = 68 for mother report in each group; N = 54 for father report in the spina bifida
group and 53 for the able-bodied aroup). Results Although there were no significant between-aroup differences in the



magnitude of factor loadings, significantly more variance in scores on the Somatic Complaints scale was unrelated to
Internalizing Behavior Problems for the spina bifida group, compared to the able-bodied group. There were no between-
group differences when father data were analyzed, but the latent variable of Internalizing Behavior Problems explained
little variance in the Somatic Complaints scale for either group. Conclusions Maternal report of Somatic Complaints on
the CBCL does not appear to measure Internalizing Behavior Problems in the same manner across groups of children with
and without spina bifida. This suggests that the Somatic Complaints subscale should be interpreted with caution when
measuring Internalizing Behavior Problems within this population.

Key words: internalizing; SEM; somatic complaints; spina bifida.

Received March 16, 2006; revision received September 15, 2006; revision received December 2, 2006; accepted
December 2, 2006

|E|CiteULike £ Connotea I.Del.icio.us What's this?

Thisarticle has been cited by other articles:

FHOME

~ | R. K. Dishman, D. P. Hales, J. F. Sallis, R. Saunders, A. L. Dunn, A. L.

- | Bedimo-Rung, and K. B. Ring

- | validity of Social-Cognitive Measures for Physical Activity in Middle-
| School Girls

J. Pediatr. Psychol., May 11, 2009; (2009) jsp0O31v1l.

[Abstract] [Full Text] [PDF]

Disclaimer: Please note that abstracts for content published before 1996 were created through digital scanning and may
therefore not exactly replicate the text of the original print issues. All efforts have been made to ensure accuracy, but the
Publisher will not be held responsible for any remaining inaccuracies. If you require any further clarification, please contact our
Customer Services Department.

Online ISSN 1465-735X - Print ISSN 0146-8693 Copyright © 2009 Society of Pediatric Psychology

OXFORDJOURNALS

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Site Map Privacy Policy Frequently Asked Questions

Other Oxford University Press sites:

Oxford University Press bl E




