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Objective Cigarette smoking and other forms of tobacco use are addictive and harmful. Though no level of smoking is 

safe, children and adolescents who are medically at-risk due to the presence of a chronic or life-threatening disease may 

be especially vulnerable to these dangers. This article provides an overview of considerations in the prevention of tobacco 
use in this special population. Methods This article summarizes medical aspects of childhood chronic disease and the 
impact of cigarette smoking, the prevalence of tobacco screening in pediatric healthcare, and levels of prevention for 
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individuals, families, schools, and healthcare. Recommendations for clinical services and research are also included. 
Results There are a number of reasons to prevent and interrupt the onset of smoking in medically at-risk youth. 
Subspecialty clinics appear to be the most likely point of entry for prevention-based work in this area. However, no one 
single setting will be effective in preventing and deterring use without due consideration of other settings, perspectives, and 
influences on smoking uptake. Conclusions The promise of smoking prevention to improve the health and outlook of 
children and adolescents with chronic or life-threatening disease is high, and additional efforts are needed for this 
population.  
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*This article is based on the Proceedings from the Conference "Tobacco Control Strategies for Medically At-Risk Youth" 
held at St Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, TN on October 6–8, 2005. 

Received December 14, 2006; revision received October 5, 2007; accepted October 17, 2007

 CiteULike     Connotea     Del.icio.us    What's this? 

This article has been cited by other articles: 

Disclaimer: Please note that abstracts for content published before 1996 were created through digital scanning and may 
therefore not exactly replicate the text of the original print issues. All efforts have been made to ensure accuracy, but the 
Publisher will not be held responsible for any remaining inaccuracies. If you require any further clarification, please contact our 
Customer Services Department.

M. E. Stefanek, M. A. Andrykowski, C. Lerman, S. Manne, K. Glanz, and on 
behalf of the AACR Behavioral Science Task Forc
Behavioral Oncology and the War on Cancer: Partnering with 
Biomedicine
Cancer Res., September 15, 2009; 69(18): 7151 - 7156.  
[Abstract] [Full Text] [PDF] 

 

Copyright © 2009 Society of Pediatric PsychologyOnline ISSN 1465-735X - Print ISSN 0146-8693

Site Map Privacy Policy Frequently Asked Questions  

Other Oxford University Press sites:

  Oxford University Press


