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Motive Forces Behind Social Comparison: Motivations And Orientation
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Abstract: Social comparison means to compare oneself with others. Two of the many forces driving people to make social

comparison are motivation and social comparison orientation. Different motivations influence social comparison process in

different ways. When one’s goal is self-evaluation, there was little need to manipulate one’s comparisons. As one’s goal

departed from accurate self-evaluation. one must exert more influence on comparison process. Another motive force is so-

cial comparison orientation. Studies have shown that those high in social comparison orientation do compare themselves

more often with others. They were also affected more negatively by social comparison.

Key words: social comparison; motivation; social comparison orientation



