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Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is associated with poor grades, poor reading and math standardized test 
scores, and increased grade retention. ADHD is also associated with increased use of school-based services, increased 
rates of detention and expulsion, and ultimately with relatively low rates of high school graduation and postsecondary 
education. Children in community samples who show symptoms of inattention, hyperactivity, and impulsivity with or 
without formal diagnoses of ADHD also show poor academic and educational outcomes. Pharmacologic treatment and 
behavior management are associated with reduction of the core symptoms of ADHD and increased academic 
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productivity, but not with improved standardized test scores or ultimate educational attainment. Future research must use 
conceptually based outcome measures in prospective, longitudinal, and community-based studies to determine which 
pharmacologic, behavioral, and educational interventions can improve academic and educational outcomes of children 
with ADHD.  
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