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ABSTRACT
There is a need to develop greater understanding of the transnational nature of immigrant students’ 

experiences. This article explores the complex factors, both individual and social, that contribute to the 

resiliency and academic achievement of an Ethiopian student enrolled in a small high school in the United 

States. The study examines the student’s pre-and post-immigration experiences with a particular focus on 

family and school context. The goal was to understand the factors that contributed to his resiliency and to 

identify practical strategies for supporting the academic and social success of immigrant students. 
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