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University Presidential Excellence Development in the Per spective of

Refer ence Power

WANG Fei

( Institute of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China )

Abstract: The proposition of “educators-led university age” makes it necessary for today's Chinese university presidents to
redefine their professional development and construct a “reference power perspective”, which renders the president an
intrinsic power in line with the essence of educators. It is a precondition for university presidents to develop their career. It
requires the higher education system and the presidents to follow principles of “reference power” rather than “position
power” with the latter transforming to “reference power ”, thus promoting “de-bureaucratization” and “executive alienation”
to build a university president professional excellence. This will further enhance the presidential subjectivity, an ideal

blueprint of China's progress in establishing university autonomy.

Key words: reference power; position power; university president career; educator
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