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Curriculum Design of the English Major at Western Illinois Univer sity:

Traitsand Inspirations

RUI Yu-ping

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: Higher education is shifting from a specialized education to a general education in China, which is marked by a

new campaign of curriculum reforms. The new aim is to change from specialist training to well-rounded professional

education so as to increase the students’ adaptability in the job market. However, new reforms often need improvement after

putting into practice. A comparative study of the curriculum design of the English major in Western Illinois University gives

us some inspirations: we can improve the curriculum by a clearer and more reasonable distribution of the credits in different

disciplines to ensure that every student has a knowledge structure with expected width and depth.
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