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Abstract:  
Examining the Role of Mentoring Relationships on Student Learning and Professional 

Development: A Collaborative Process within an Early Childhood Consultation Program 

expands on an existing follow-up study that was designed to examine any long lasting effects 

on students professional development through their experiences within the context of the 

Partnerships for Excellence, Early Childhood Education Consulting Services program. The 

initial follow-up study revealed many interesting findings associated with the major influences 

on student learning and professional development, including student-mentor relationships. 

However, the initial study briefly discussed the significance of mentor-student relationships 

and little was said about how or why student-mentor relationships were a significant aspect of 

student learning and professional development. Therefore, the idea of a subsequent study 

further investigating the interviews from the initial study pertaining to student - mentor 

relationship to better understand their practice and unique approach to learning became an 

interesting possibility, and has led to the examination of mentoring relationships in the context 

of the Partnerships for Excellence: ECECS program. Interview transcripts from nineteen 

participants were collected and analyzed on Dedoose.com where key components of 

student-mentor relationships were identified and categorized into five themes. The five 

identified themes can serve an essential purpose to the field of child development by 

effectively enhancing student learning and professional development, not only benefitting 

students, but children, families, and future educators as well. Furthermore, the expansion of 

the early childhood education consultation program can help re -define or change 

professional development practices in the field of Child Development. 
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