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Martin Luther’sldea on Popularization of Compulsory Education

XU Qing-ru
( Dept. of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China )

Abstract: In the movement of reformation, Martin Luther put forward the thought of justification by faith, proposing that
everyone has equal rights and equal status before God. His thought implies the idea of popularizing compulsory education
that emphasizes the equal right of education. Luther discussed his idea on popularizing compulsory education in terms of
government, municipal authorities and families, and practiced it by Martin Luther and his followers in principalities of
Germany. Martin Luther's thought and practice had a profound impact on the national education movement in the Western
Europe and the North America, which staged an important chapter in the history of western education.

Key words: Martin Luther; justification by faith; the idea of popularizing compulsory education
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