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A Review of Mechanisms of Quality Assurance for Pre-service Foreign Language

Teacher Preparation in the USA

SUN Man-li

( College of Education, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: The quality assurance mechanism of Pre-service Foreign Language Teacher Preparation in the USA is mainly
implemented by the performance-based accreditation system jointly developed by NCATE and ACTFL. The accreditation
system involved refers to the Program Standards for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers, which helps the
preparation of foreign language teachers in the standard and scientific way. It reflects the significant changes of ideas on
foreign language education, especially the view of teachers. The system stresses the performance of teacher candidates, thus
reinforcing the accountability of the foreign language teacher preparation institutions. The article insists that the reform of
preparation of English teachers, based on renovating the view of teachers, focus on the cooperation of foreign languages and
teacher education departments jointly committed to English teachers’ mastery of knowledge and expertise, as well as the
capability of practical teaching, which will qualify them to be the facilitator of students’ English learning and life-long

learning professionals.

Key words: USA; foreign language teachers; pre-service preparation; quality assurance; mechanism
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