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A Case Study of Productive Vocabulary Development in Autonomous Online Learning Settings
CHU Yan
(College of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University of Technology, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: The paper studies non-English majors’ productive vocabulary development by contrasting 148 freshmen’s timed
compositions after one year’s trial period of autonomous online learning. The results indicate significant differences in
experimental group and control group’s word types, type/token ratio and word frequency levels (except the second 1000 most
frequent words). Moreover, it is also found that productive vocabulary ability and writing proficiency are closely related.
Learners’ productive vocabulary ability does have an effect on their writing quality. The research proves the positive effects
of autonomous online learning on learners’ vocabulary acquisition and productive vocabulary ability.

Key words: autonomous online learning; productive vocabulary; writing proficiency
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