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The Role of Mothers and Fathers in Providing Skills: Evidence from Parental Deaths
by Jérdme Adda, Anders Bjoérklund, Helena Holmlund
(January 2011)

Abstract:

This paper evaluates the long-term consequences of parental death on children’s cognitive and
noncognitive skills, as well as on labor market outcomes. We exploit a large administrative data set
covering many Swedish cohorts. We develop new estimation methods to tackle the potential
endogeneity of death at an early age, based on the idea that the amount of endogeneity is constant or
decreasing during childhood. Our method also allows us to identify a set of death causes that are
conditionally exogenous. We find that the loss of either a father or a mother on boys' earnings is no
higher than 6-7 percent and slightly lower for girls. Our examination of the impact on cognitive skills (IQ
and educational attainment) and on noncognitive skills (emotional stability, social skills) shows rather
small effects on each type of skill. We find that both mothers and fathers are important, but mothers
are somewhat more important for cognitive skills and fathers for noncognitive ones.

Text: See Discussion Paper No. 5425 'ﬁ
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